Cruise….Cruise….Cruise!!!!!!
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Well, here we are….cruising!!!! Although Bob & I have
cruised in the Caribbean before, it was fun going with a
group of our neighbors, not to mention the fact that this
time we would be sailing on the largest cruise ship in the
world, “The Oasis of the Seas”! John & Barbara Marciano
joined us for the cruise. They drove down from PA earlier
in the week, so we could leave together for Ft Lauderdale,
FL on Friday, October 4th. Joe Miletti, in the first picture
on the right, arranged the cruise as well as the bus
transportation to FL and the ship. He is a resident here
also, but really enjoys using his time to put these trips
together. He does a fantastic job!
We left Lakeside at about 8:00 AM on Friday and arrived
at Ft Lauderdale on Saturday, having stayed overnight in
Titusville, Florida. The next two pictures are of the four of
us on the bus trip. We stopped for lunch and about every
two hours to stretch our legs. As we arrived in Ft
Lauderdale, you can see the cruise ships through Barbara
& John’s bus window. The next picture is of John (looking
very sophisticated) and Barbara, standing in line in the
terminal waiting to be checked in, before going on board.
Then there is our room, on board, looking out on a small
balcony, which was really nice while sailing. This ship
carries 6,000 passengers and over 2,000 crew. Walking
around some parts of the ship, it was like being on 42nd
street in NYC. Unbelievable!! I included a picture of Bob
& I with the “Oasis of the Seas” in the background.
Our first stop was Nassau, where we arrived 7:00 AM.
We actually chose to stay on board here as there wasn’t
anything we wanted to see. Instead we did some
exploring on board the ship, checked out some of the
restaurants, as well as the pools on board. The ship is so
big, we barely scratched the surface. The next picture
was taken while leaving Nassau. An old lighthouse is in
the foreground with the well known ‘Atlantis’ looming in
the background. After about 2 hours out, having left
Nassau, the Captain announced we were making a U turn
and returning to Nassau. Someone on board was
critically ill and needed hospitalization. We found out later
that there were no helicopters available to transport the
patient in a timely manner, thus the decision to return. On
day 3 we were at sea all day. The next two stops would
include the Islands of St. Thomas and St. Maarten.

The picture on the left was taken towards the stern, which
gave a view of the inside cabins with balconys, and below
is the open air theater which hosted the water show
among others.

Happy Anniversary to John and Barbara!!

Fifty Years!!

Yes, indeed, John & Barbara celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary during the cruise!!! We were so very
happy they shared this special occasion with us. When
we got to the Island of St. Thomas, they took advantage
of the Caribbean jewelry prices for Barbara to get a
beautiful upgrade to her wedding rings. In addition to a
picture of the celebration in the main dinning room on
board, I included a couple of pictures of Barbara at
Cardow Jewelers. We all watched while her rings were
worked on. A well deserved celebration!!!
Moving on, there was another spotlight on board. That
was the Zip Line!! Yes, they had a zip line on the ship
that was very functional. The next picture below, is of
several members of our Lakeside Crossing group,
standing where they could watch and take pictures of
people using the zip line. Several members of our crew
did ride the zip line. Below is a picture of Joe Purcell,
from Lakeside, being suited up for the ride. Joe’s wife,
Darlene, also rode it. The next picture is of someone
other than Joe landing at the end of the line. Now, even
though I don’t have a picture of them doing this, our
neighbors, Charles & Doris Doughaday rode this thing at
the age of 89 and 86 respectively. No kidding!!!! They
were awarded medals for their adventurous spirit!!! Doris
said she did it because she was tired of some members
of her family treating them like they were invalids.
Pictures were taken and sent to family!!!
Other happenings included some great shows. Below is
the water show. The pool area is not that big and people
were diving from all heights with tremendous skills. There
were all kinds of entertainment going on throughout the
evening around the ship. The pictures on the bottom left
are of everyone at our dining room table.
Finally, on the bottom right, our cruise comes to a close
with our luggage sitting outside our doors waiting for
departure in the morning. Then we have John snoozing
on the bus as we start back to South Carolina. A good
time was had by all with many memories as shown here.
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